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Byelections to 14
Assembly seats
deferred to Nov. 20

GS Paper |I: Election

Commission of India
NEWDELHT

The Election Commission
of India on Monday resche-
duled byelections in 14 As-
sembly constituencies in
three States from Novem-
ber 13 to 20.

A statement from the
commission said the date
had been revised for nine
seats in Uttar Pradesh, four
in Punjab and one in
Kerala.

The commission, it said,
had received representa-
tions from political parties,
including the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party and the Con-
gress, seeking a change ow-
ing to social, cultural and
religious engagements on
that day.

The date of counting re-
mains unchanged on No-
vember 23.

The parties and some
social organisations had
said the social, cultural and
religious engagements

Poll body orders
the transfer of
Maharashtra DGP

NEW DELHI/MUMBAI

The Election Commission on
Monday ordered the transfer of
Maharashtra Director-General
of Police Rashmi Shukla with
immediate effect, ahead of the
November 20 Assembly poll.
Mumbai Police Commissioner
Vivek Phansalkar was given
additional charge of the

post by the State government,
a senior official said. The
transfer was ordered following
complaints from the

Congress and other parties,
sources said.

would cause inconve-
nience to voters and logis-
tics issues and may lead to
reduced voters’ participa-
tion, the EC said.
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Byelections to 14 Assembly seats
deferred to Nov. 20

14 farererasim Wl & 3uATT 20 AA
as Fgfad

e The Election Commission of India on Monday
rescheduled byelections in 14 Assembly constituencies
in three States from November 13 to 20.

AR fAaT=eT AT & GHIR T et T=AT 7 14 fenags &=t
& UG T TRIY 13 TG & 20 A Teh FeAfoT eIt Y & |

e A statement from the commission said the date had been
revised for nine seats in Uttar Pradesh, four in Punjab,
and one in Kerala.

TN & ST H gl 7T foh 30T weer v a1t e, gena frax
e 3R Fer 1 v e & v aiw & seona Far = gl

e The commission had received representations from

political parties, including the Bharatiya Janata Party and the Congress, seeking a
change owing to social, cultural, and religious engagements on that day.

TN T HRCAT STeTdlT 91t AR FIAT Afgdd Tt v gail & 34 e AT, arepfas
3R Ui STEAA3A & FROT ARG serelel b 3FNET HTCcl E3HT 27|

e The date of counting remains unchanged on November 23.
AFINOTAT T TG 23 AGa 1 IaRafela W@ |

e The parties and some social organisations had said the social, cultural, and
religious engagements would cause inconvenience to voters and logistics issues
and may lead to reduced voters’ participation, the EC said.

el 3R o Ao Haraal o gl & AT, ivgpias AR afdte saeaant aderansi
& forw srgfaen, affafes gaeanst 3K 3 Aaarar Arefert T HROT o Fevd §, T
ATd 3TN A AT
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Manipur’s non-Naga
Thadou community
lends support to NRC

|GS Paper |: Society |

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The Thadous, one of the ol-
dest and largest non-Naga
tribes of Manipur, has ex-
tended support to the N.
Biren Singh government’s
move to implement the Na-
tional Register of Citizens
(NRC). During a conven-
tion of the community in
Guwahati on November 1
and 2, they also adopted a
resolution to back the Ma-
nipur government’s war on
drugs.

Since May 3, 2023, the
Thadous have been caught
in the ethnic conflict bet-
ween the Meitei and Kuki-
Zo communities. They
have been asserting their
identity as distinct from
that of the Kukis, many of
whom are perceived as set-
tlers from adjoining
Myanmar.

The participants at the
convention resolved to

support the NRC exercise if
initiated by the Centre in
Manipur.

“We are of the view that
the proposed exercise is
aimed at securing Indian
national interest and safe-
guarding the rights, wel-
fare, and interests of the ci-
tizens and indigenous
communities. We acknow-
ledge the efforts of the
State government in ad-
dressing the concerns of its
citizens and ensuring their
well-being,” the resolution
read.

Call for peace

Calling for peace and a
non-violent solution to the
ethnic conflict in Manipur,
the Thadous said they are
one of the original 29 na-
tive or indigenous tribes of
the State and were recog-
nised as an independent
Scheduled Tribe under the
1956 Presidential Order of
the government of India.
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Manipur’s non-Naga Thadou
community lends support to NRC

ATOQR Y AR-s191T TSt WepeTT A
TANRE T FAYT fem

The Thadous, one of the oldest and largest
non-Naga tribes of Manipur, has extended
support to the N. Biren Singh government’s
move to implement the National Register
of Citizens (NRC).

ATOGR & Fad gt AR 3 Ao
STSATal H & T Y1EY HHSH F Tt faeT
AT TFR & T AR Foreex
(TAITTHY) ST HI & Fgd T AT
frar g

° During a convention of the community in
Guwahati on November 1 and 2, they also

adopted a resolution to back the Manipur government’s war on drugs.
1 3 2 T AT IEATRTE F TACGTT & TFATT oh SN, Sogia) ATOTYY ATHR & o9 & f&erd

IS T HAVA A &l Hehed 311 fora|
e Since May 3, 2023, the Thadous have been caught in the ethnic conflict between the

Meitei and Kuki-Zo communities.

3 #$, 2023 9, TSI WHS ﬂaémgﬁﬁ-sﬁwlﬁa:aﬁﬂamwﬁwgﬁl
e They have been asserting their identity as distinct from that of the Kukis, many of
whom are perceived as settlers from adjoining Myanmar.

o 3T TEETeT Y Feh WHETT W IHelaT Il ¢ &, FeTe & g ! FAAR & waftaat araf &
forareY AT FaT |

e The patrticipants at the convention resolved to support the NRC exercise if initiated by
the Centre in Manipur.
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HFFT 7 1T olet ATell o AT Frgy AL AT ot witham & w3l B, at s@ar
ALY FIA T Hehod T

e “We are of the view that the proposed exercise is aimed at securing Indian national
interest and safeguarding the rights, welfare, and interests of the citizens and
indigenous communities. We acknowledge the efforts of the State government in
addressing the concerns of its citizens and ensuring their well-being,” the resolution
read.

"EHRT AT & o g FFarfad wfwar sielir aedir Rt i g 3R et va Faaef
AT & TR, Feamor X Rl 61 @ e & 3T A 7| gH AR 1 FKiamsii ar
TN Y 3 3T FHeAT0T Y GIATRTT e F Tod ATFR & TATAT BT FEAT FA "
g Thoq H gl T

e (Call for peace
enifer i ardfier

e Calling for peace and a non-violent solution to the ethnic conflict in Manipur, the
Thadous said they are one of the original 29 native or indigenous tribes of the State

and were recognised as an independent Scheduled Tribe under the 1956
Presidential Order of the government of India.
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Himachal urges Centre to explore possibility of running
toy trains on green hydrogen on Kalka-Shimla route

[PCs |

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu on Monday urged
the Centre to explore the
possibility of running
trains on the Kalka-Shimla
narrow-gauge railway, a
UNESCO world heritage
site, on green hydrogen — a
clean energy source

Mr. Sukhu said the tran-
sition would help the hill
State in achieving its goal
of becoming a ‘green ener-
gy State’ by 2026.

The Chief Minister, in a
letter to the Union Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw, urged the Ministry to
consider transforming this
historic rail line into a
green  energy-powered
route. “The State govern-
ment aims to make Hima-

i

—

Atoy train runs on the Kalka-Shimla heritage track. FILE PHOTO

chal Pradesh a green ener-
gy State by March 31, 2026,
and has undertaken sever-
al initiatives to achieve this
goal,” he said.

The Kalka-Shimla rail-
way is a narrow-gauge rail-
way in Himachal Pradesh,
which traverses a mostly-
mountainous route from

Kalka to Shimla. On 8 July
2008, UNESCO declared
the heritage railway as a
World Heritage Site.

Mr. Sukhu said that the
State government is work-
ing on a six-pronged strate-
gy to transform the State
into a certified green ener-
gy State, contributing sig-

nificantly to India’s climate
commitments and aligning
with the Nationally Deter-
mined Contributions
(NDCs). This strategic tran-
sition will ensure a fair and
just shift towards sustaina-
ble energy while also
boosting the State’s econo-
my, he said.

“The State is on track to
replace its current thermal
power consumption of
1,500 Million Units (MUs)
with renewable sources,
including hydro, solar, and
wind power. Currently, the
State consumes 13,500
MUs of power, with a large
portion already derived
from renewable sources.
Achieving 90% renewable
energy consumption in the
power distribution net-
work will enable Himachal
Pradesh to be certified as a
fully green State of the

country. This transition is
expected to be completed
within a year and will also
allow industries in the
State to apply for the ‘Eco
Mark’, enhancing the value
of their products,” he
wrote.

‘Focus on solar power’
He added that the State go-
vernment is also laying a
strong focus on solar pow-
er generation, with plans
to establish a capacity of
2,000 Megawatts over the
next four to five years. The
State is also making signifi-
cant progress in the pro-
duction of green hydrogen.
“The first facility, in collab-
oration with Oil India Li-
mited (OIL), is under way
and discussions with priv-
ate investors for more such
facilities are ongoing,” he
added.

Himachal urges Centre to explore possibility of running toy
trains on green hydrogen on Kalka-Shimla route

feATae A g A FTAHI-FAFAT AT W gRT g8 W
&oT TelTel hY THTIAT AT T 3TTE haT
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Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Urges Green Hydrogen for Kalka-Shimla
Railway

feaTerer g&er & HEAHA A FHrerehT-fAFAT Yord & forw afier grggister S AT Hr

e Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu urged the Centre to explore the possibility of running
trains on the Kalka-Shimla narrow-gauge railway on green hydrogen, a clean energy source.

AEgHN gEfde g gFg = o @ Frer-fAwer A0-316 Yad & fi ggie ol Fawo
St Hed & HTToIe el S HHTTAT TR Fra del s 3reqer fona|

e The transition would aid Himachal Pradesh in achieving its goal of becoming a ‘green energy
State’ by 2026.

g URade AT YT T 2026 A ‘M TeToll T Tdol & 19 A& &l UTod hlal H

HEIIAT hT|
e Ina letter to Union Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw, Mr. Sukhu requested transforming this
historic line into a green energy-powered route.

HEI Yo FHAT Rt dvora 1 a7 H, A g o 38 Vg arse 1 fiet versit-aad we A

Seelel T JTRTET foha|

e The Kalka-Shimla railway, declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site on 8 July 2008,
traverses mountainous regions from Kalka to Shimla.

FHTAHT-FRAFT YT, TSI 8 FATE 2008 T FATH! Io8 R AIgE NN fohar a1, FTaHT &
fRAwraT & ggTSr &1 F gt e Bl

e The State is following a six-pronged strategy to become a certified green energy State,
contributing to India’s climate commitments and NDCs.

TS BE-FANT TOTAA T ITelaT X I8T & dTfeh a8 TATIONT A Tetsil Fe€ o T 31 IR
& STerary SIfcal AT TSt 7 areret T Jeh |

e Himachal Pradesh is on course to replace 1,500 Million Units (MUs) of thermal power with
renewable sources including hydro, solar, and wind.

feaTerer wder 1,500 fAfTe gfAeH (MUs) oie araT &1 3153, Wer 3R fE wfiea adaoia
AT A Feoled T A W |

e With 13,500 MUs of power consumption, most already from renewables, the State aims for
90% renewable energy in its power network to be certified as fully green.

13,500 fATRRIeT gferew 1 ot TosTell @ud & @ 3iftrshier ggel €1 aAdienolia Sl A &1 T
90% AIHIONT FaiT UTecT X gt AT To Tofal T 8T WA B |

e This shift will allow industries in the State to apply for ‘Eco Mark’ certification, enhancing
product value.
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Focus on Solar Power and Green Hydrogen

i I 3 AT grEgie W e

e The State plans to establish 2,000 Megawatts of solar capacity over the next 4-5 years and is
progressing in green hydrogen production.

TS 37T 4-5 TN H 2,000 AIMATE G &THAT TATTAT et T JToTeTT &7 18T & 3R AT

BIS3NSIe 3cUTGsT H YaTfd A BT 8 |

e The first green hydrogen facility, in collaboration with Oil India Limited (OIL), is underway,
with more planned with private investors.

ugelt It gTasterer giaem sitaer sf3ar fafdes (oiL) & wedter @ @rar W g, 3R 31t Fe=me
oISl foaerenl & T TS ST WET &
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Big Tech’s fail — unsafe online spaces for women

[GS Paperlil: s&T ]

[GS Paper I: Impact of Globalization on women |

ust after U.S. President Joe Biden’s
stepping away from the 2024 U.S.
presidential race and his endorsement of
U.S. Vice-President Kamala Harris as the
Democratic Party nominee, Ms. Harris got swift
support from notable political figures which
included former President Barack Obama. But
Ms. Harris’s candidacy sparked significant
political debate. Her campaign was also marred
by Al-generated deepfakes and disinformation.

Even before the announcement of her
candidacy, Ms. Harris was the target of memes
and video content that focused on her
mannerisms that generally showed her in a bad
light. These attacks escalated after her candidacy
was announced. They were personal, focusing on
her birth, character, and integrity as an
American. For instance, there was a manipulated
video with her cloned voice that was shared by
Elon Musk. She could be seen saying that
“President Biden is senile”; that she does not
“know the first thing about running the country”
and that, as a woman and a person of colour, she
is the “ultimate diversity hire”.

In addition to these digital assaults, Ms. Harris
faced relentless trolling, particularly from
right-wing figures. Former U.S. President Donald
Trump often mocked her manner of laughter and
labelled her “crazy”. Media personalities Megan
Kelly and Ben Shapiro were explicit in their posts
on how Ms. Harris moved to the top. Social media
was flooded with derogatory jokes, sexualised
images, and racist and sexist comments directed
against her. A recent Artificial Intelligence
(Al)-generated video depicted Ms. Harris and
Donald Trump in a fabricated romantic
relationship. These Al-generated videos are not
only violative of privacy but also deeply
undermine the dignity of women. Despite user
knowledge of such content being fake, their wide
circulation suggests deep user engagement.

No isolated case

Ms. Harris’s ordeal is not an isolated case.
Women in power or those aspiring for high office
face similar online harassment. When U.S.
politician Nikki Haley, for example, was in the
running in the Republican primaries, there were
manipulated and explicit images of hers that were
circulated online. Italian Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni was a target, featuring in a deepfake and
explicit video. In Bangladesh, deepfake images of
women politicians Rumin Farhana and Nipun Roy
were on social media just before the Bangladesh
general election on January 7, 2024. Such content
garnered millions of views.

=

(
Manish Tiwari
Director of the
Institute for
Governance, Policies
and Politics, New
Delhi, focusing on
policy for societal
good in emerging
technology and
health ecosystems

The US.
presidential
election
campaign has
again
highlighted a
key issue — of
technology and
online spaces
posing a threat
to the safety
and the dignity
of women

This demands the question: how and why do
social media platforms allow such content to be
posted and shared? What do the content
moderators of media platforms do?

Big Tech’s failure to curb the deluge of
degrading content against women results in a
disproportionate burden being imposed on
women, impacting their identity, dignity and
mental well-being. The nature of online abuse
women face is also starkly different from the
trolling or insults directed at men. While men
may encounter misinformation and
disinformation regarding their actions or duties,
women face objectification, sexually explicit
content and body shaming. Big Tech companies
often dodge accountability by claiming that their
platforms reflect upon users and that they cannot
control it closely. They enjoy immunity from
responsibility due to ‘safe harbour’ protections.

More an illusion of empowering women
Though technology is often praised as a tool for
women’s empowerment, Al and digital
technologies appear anything but gender-neutral.
Instead, they reflect societal biases and existing
stereotypes. Rather than liberating women, Al
can amplify entrenched biases and become a new
tool for their abuse and harassment. With Al’s
rapid evolution, women face increased risks of
digital abuse, violence, and threats. These
systems, shaped by datasets infused with societal
prejudices and developed mostly by men, often
lack the inclusivity needed to challenge
discrimination effectively. The representation of
female staff in technology development (female
Al developers) is also low in Meta and Google and
OpenAl, according to data from Glass.ai.

Imagine the challenges faced by a serving
woman Prime Minister, Ms. Meloni. Now think
about the plight of ordinary women. Online
harassment sees many women stopping to use
digital devices. Or their families restrict their
access to these devices, further hindering
women’s careers and public life. This is not the
solution.

Creation and distribution platforms must take
the responsibility for failing to curb the spread of
harmful content. It is surprising that despite
technological advancements, resources are not
being invested in developing safety features or
enhancing content moderation techniques.
Labelling Al-generated content is not always
effective. Often, harmful content needs to be
removed entirely. For example, with sexually
explicit content, the damage comes from sharing
and viewing. What is the most troubling is the

owners of big tech themselves sharing
misinformation and deepfake videos. While they
should be allowed to have a political ideology and
profess it, they should also realise the power they
hold over millions who may not know fake from
real.

Beyond clicks and likes

Big Tech should ensure that proper content
moderation teams and safety researchers are not
a liability but a necessity. The time taken to
review reported pornography is often too long,
causing further harm and violating platform
policies. The burden should not fall on users to
report and follow up on harmful content.
Platforms must share the responsibility. Apps that
offer explicit services causing harm to women
should be critically reviewed and promptly
removed from app stores.

Big Tech and policymakers need to resolve
such incidents promptly. Women should also be
encouraged to take proactive measures by
reporting such incidents and taking necessary
actions. In Ms. Meloni’s case, she sought
€1,00,000 in damages. Ms. Harris and her
campaign team were able to turn the trolling
attacks on their head and question the inherent
misogyny of such online attacks. Can we think
about huge fines in monetary terms and the
limitation of platforms for a certain number of
days and in certain geographical limits?

We need more women to be involved in
developing technology and holding
decision-making positions in tech companies. Al
entrepreneur Mustafa Suleyman, in his book, The
Coming Wave, says moving from technical to
non-technical measures is the key.

To make online spaces safer for women, we
need safety researchers and simulation exercises
to test for gender biases, especially when Al is
involved. Technical professionals can check data
for biases, as a model is only as good as its
training data, while simulations can assess
potential risks. This will help to ensure fair, safe
and ethical Al by design. Non-technical measures,
laws, policies and governance structures must
support these efforts.

Ensuring that technology is free from gender
bias should not be the job of only feminists, social
scientists, ethicists, or users. The responsibility
should start with the tech companies which
thrive on revenues from the content generated
through user interfaces, developers, and
algorithms. Governments and their regulatory
bodies must set the guardrails to keep these
digital spaces safe and fair for women.

Big Tech’s fail — unsafe online spaces for women
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Biden Steps Away; Kamala Harris Endorsed as Democratic Nominee

91834 &1 Iseufa g I gz & gear; FHaT R F) SAF R sFrlcarn F &7
A gade

e Just after U.S. President Joe Biden stepped away from the 2024 U.S. presidential race and
endorsed Vice-President Kamala Harris as the Democratic Party nominee, Ms. Harris
received swift support from notable political figures, including former President Barack
Obama.

AR Tsgafa Y a8 & 2024 IARFY Wegufer ug ¥ &ls & g 3R 37-ISgufa Foar
eR 1 SRS urét sFrliear & & 7 FHdeT & & X STe, & Ivgufa s e
afed THE Tofeilicie gieaal & gRE &l caie qade ffrem|

e Ms. Harris's candidacy sparked significant political debate.
SR 1 SFiCany o Agca U Usieil {cieh g H Y ST feT|

e Her campaign faced Al-generated deepfakes and disinformation, escalating after her
candidacy was announced.

3eToh 3TTATTT Fl TITS-STTAT Shather 3R $THF SITARRY ST ATHAT AT 3T, ST SoTeh!
3FHIGAR] T GIYUTT & §1G, 8¢ 17|

e She was targeted with memes and videos that criticized her mannerisms.
3 IR 0 AR 3R AFTAY 977 77T S 3798 gTaTg Y 3T I A

e These attacks were personal, focusing on her birth, character, and integrity as an American.
Y gH STTFAINT &, ST 3oToh otedl, TRT 3R T JARNET & T F AT W higd o

e For example, a manipulated video with her cloned voice, shared by Elon Musk, falsely showed
her saying “President Biden is senile.”

3ETEROT & folT, TelleT AEE AT AT fhU 3T 357eh slehall TATS Tl AISAT # 3eg "Isgufa
g3 WISAT I & Hgcd §U SToT e aram|

e She was also depicted saying she does not know how to run the country and called herself the
“ultimate diversity hire.”

3o¢ g A hed gV fa@ma a1 foh o &7 Fellel e Siefch AR ge 1 "IredAe sEafdd
eI haTl

Relentless Trolling and Personal Attacks on Kamala Harris

FadT gRE W AT afer 3k cafFaera gaa

e Ms. Harris faced relentless trolling, particularly from right-wing figures like Donald Trump,
who mocked her laughter and labeled her “crazy.”
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FHT o W I AT §9  SNeATes TF9 o1 graroradt gfeaat ganr fAiaw ifcir s arser
AT T3, TSIeg el 3Ach §HY T FSITSh 33737 31X 3¢ "TaTel” FgT|

e Media personalities Megan Kelly and Ben Shapiro openly criticized her rise to prominence.
AT & TETAT AT Frelt 3R A7 AR A Gor AR R 3o MY '-I§'do1 F 3T |

e Social media flooded with derogatory jokes, sexualized images, and racist and sexist
comments against her.

|rerer AT I 37 T aATeToToTE gegel, Al Scfise arelt ST 3R awaardy 3k
AR feroguft a16 i e R T

e A recent Al-generated video depicted Ms. Harris and Donald Trump in a fabricated romantic
relationship, impacting her dignity.

el &1 7 U 3 fard dif3a 3 e gRA 3R a1 era &l U Aol AATCH TIT H
fergra ara, Forar 3efeh T genfad g5

Not an Isolated Case

I g 9T ATHAT 81 &

e Ms. Harris’s case is not isolated.
HAT R FHT ATHET 37697 AT &

e \Women in power, like Nikki Haley during Republican primaries, also faced manipulated and
explicit images.

T H AT, S i gell F Rufearare argadl & v, off guifed 3ikk vase sfat #r

HTHAT v AT YT |

e In Bangladesh, deepfake images of Rumin Farhana and Nipun Roy circulated before the
January 7, 2024 general election, garnering millions of views.

qTATeRr 7 TR BT 3R frger I by Statheh ©fadr 7 StavadY 2024 % 3T TG § TE
therrs 918, ToTeg ot IR @ ard |

Big Tech’s Role and Responsibility
faar & i s1fare 3k oterd

e There are growing questions on why social media platforms allow such content and how content
moderators handle it.

IE HATeT SGclT ST T@T & Toh GIrel HISAT Colehie TH she I &l HeTHTT ot & 3R e
ATSET 3 hd FHTAT & |

e Big Tech’s failure to curb degrading content against women imposes a disproportionate burden
on their identity, dignity, and mental well-being.
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farer & 1 AR 3Tt & [ JqATASIAS AT FI Aehel H [AHe IgT 3Tk TgdTed, IRAT,

IR A LT W I (el HR ST 8|

e The online abuse faced by women is starkly different, often involving objectification, sexually
explicit content, and body shaming, unlike men who face general misinformation.

A3 I Tl aTel ieTeTseT gedagR & aeqararaor, Fler cdfiger arelt @l 31k el
1 ST @ QA §1aT &, St TS o Hhrael 37elaT 8, [oieg FATI: el SR
AT gl

e Big Tech companies often avoid accountability by claiming they merely reflect user behavior and
cannot closely control content.

faer 2% Fufaar 3% I8 grar e STaTace! A §9c ¢ (o d hdel 3TNl SIdER Hl
grafafad e & 3 e Fr T & AIHT 781w Teheii|

More an illusion of empowering women

ATEATT Y HAFT ToTo T Th HH HfAF

e Technology is often praised as a tool for women's empowerment, but Al and digital
technologies appear anything but gender-neutral.

deheilah &Y 37FET ATZT3iT & TRITFIHIUT & IURIUT & & H FET AT &, oHfeheT wams 3ilx
fScd daedls elo-desa O ia(*f of o197 fe@dT & 1

e Rather than liberating women, Al can amplify entrenched biases and become a new tool for
their abuse and harassment.

AR T TIAT A & Tol, TIHTS TGS A SATST TATIET Y FGT Hehell & 3R 3oTeh 3cdIsT
T Uh AT 3THIUT S HehclT & |

e With AI’s rapid evolution, women face increased risks of digital abuse, violence, and threats.
TIHTE & QS F R & @y, AfgT it gedaen, Bar 3N TRt & dod SifEst
HHAT R 8 |

e These systems, shaped by datasets infused with societal prejudices and developed mostly by
men, often lack inclusivity to effectively challenge discrimination.

ST JUTITerdl &, WATS & qarare! § 31 3Thew 3R 7T w9 & 7391 ganr Refda fFoa,
HEHTT T THTAT &I A TARNY et & TIT FATARICT T AT gl 8 |

e The representation of female staff in technology development (female Al developers) is low in
Meta, Google, and OpenAl, according to data from Glass.ai.

TATH.ai & ST & HTAR, W@ e F wfgem wetamiat (Afger wans Saerad) o
fafaiftrea Aer, IEre 3T svereams AwA ¢
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e Imagine the challenges faced by a serving woman Prime Minister, Ms. Meloni. Now think about
the plight of ordinary women.

AT weersa A AN ST ATHAT Y TS AT At Y e B | I AT AT
shr g&er & I A E |

® Online harassment sees many women stop using digital devices, or their families restrict their
access, further hindering women's careers and public life.

TAATSH 35 & HRUT s AfRATT BAce SUFIUT T 3TANT §€ F Sl §, AT 3eAd IRAR
W@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁéﬁﬁﬁﬂ@ﬂ%ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬂ?ﬁwﬁkwémm* STl & ST 3cTeeT
g &l

e This is not the solution.

g AT T8l g |

Creation and distribution platforms must take responsibility

faaATor 31T Aaor eewid F1 SFAe A TifRT

e Creation and distribution platforms must take responsibility for failing to curb harmful content.

mmwﬁf&rwﬁﬁﬁwmémﬁﬁwmmmﬁw
Eoikuradl

e Despite technological advancements, resources are not being invested in developing safety
features or enhancing content moderation techniques.

Wiy warfer & STas]e, HETEHT ! GIAT G & faehre o1 AT ATSILAT cehoiien] i
oty 7 A3 8T fohar ST @ e

e Labelling Al-generated content is not always effective; often, harmful content needs to be
removed entirely.

T3TS-SATA ATHAT S ATl HIAT GHRAT THTA 6T BIelT; HFA, BTfeieheh Tosft bl U e &
gl I TaThaT BIcT

e Sexually explicit content is particularly damaging when shared or viewed.

et Tase wHe AW §9 & O g1fPRE 8Idl § ST9 58 AT AT QT AT & |

e The most troubling is that owners of big tech companies themselves share misinformation and
deepfake videos.

qad [RidTsteter a8 ¢ & T3 dapeiieh! shufeial & Alforeh Tad e Ja= AR Sraba Hfsar
ST FA B

Beyond clicks and likes

Fas iR aEFIw
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e Big Tech should ensure that content moderation teams and safety researchers are seen as a
necessity, not a liability.

1T 2o a1 g G TR et =g o arevaft ATsverer & v et atral Ueh 3raegendr
AT AT, o o vas s
e The time taken to review reported pornography is often too long, causing further harm.

Wﬁﬁm@mﬁﬁwﬁmwmwwwm&mmm

GERIEECIE]
e The burden should not fall solely on users to report and follow up on harmful content.

Fael ITANITHATHT W BT Tt HI RAE a3t 3R ST dTereT Tt 7 ST 761 STelall
Uyl

e Apps offering explicit services causing harm to women should be critically reviewed and
promptly removed from app stores.

Wﬁmﬁﬁwqﬁﬁmwmmmﬁsﬂzﬁmﬂwﬁmﬂmﬁ
STt TR T 3R 37 00 T @ il geT &1 T |

Big Tech and policymakers need to resolve such incidents

foer & 3ttt Afa-AATEEt F) W@ A ST HATT FET 9T

e Women should be encouraged to take proactive measures by reporting incidents and taking
necessary actions.

ARG I GrcaTiad ST arfeT foh 3 G 39T 37910, S 36 g3t r Rue w3 3k
HTaRTh HIRATs |

e In Ms. Meloni’s case, she sought €1,00,000 in damages.
AT AT & ATH H, Sglel €1,00,000 FHT HITEST |

® Ms. Harris and her team turned trolling attacks to their advantage by exposing inherent
misogyny.

A AR 3R 37 E F AT gl b1 3o7eh B 7 Teet 2T AR 3l Afer gaw
I 3SR R

e Can we think of large fines in monetary terms and restrictions for platforms?

T g Hifoeh fSe A 93 AT 3R Colehiat & faT gfaaeil & aR & Jra Hevd &2

We need more women in technology and decision-making

T aFea 3R fAotT-fastor & 3rfors ARt i sragsare
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e Al entrepreneur Mustafa Suleyman suggests moving from technical to non-technical measures.
UIHTE SETH! HEABT GAHATH eheiieh] § IX-eheliehl 3UTAT TR 1Y T Td &t & |

e To make online spaces safer, safety researchers and simulations should test for gender biases,
especially when Al is involved.

3iTeTelTgeT TATAT T FRI&T Tellet oh ferw, et aerawaiait 3 Rsgererer @ fefer qatargt
QIYETUT ShieAT AR, WIHHT ST UHTS AT g

Ensuring technology is free from gender bias

giafea Fte s awete fofer qatae @ gFa &)

e Technology's freedom from gender bias should not be solely the job of feminists, social
scientists, or users.

ceheiteh &t ToiaT qaTarg & Herd Blell sharol ARIEATTEAT, HHTSTATIEAAT, AT SUANMHATIH 1 HreT
oTE1 Biell TR T

e Tech companies, governments, and regulatory bodies must set guardrails to keep digital spaces
safe for women.

cehtlehl shufeiail, TXRT, AR forarsen et o1 3Toree Ture o1 Afgemsit & fow geara
@ & ToIT T8I sgaEdT T =T A1 Tl

‘Safe Harbour’ Protections

e Safe harbour provisions are legal protections provided to online intermediaries, such
as social media platforms and internet service providers, ensuring they are not held
liable for the content shared by users on their platforms.

e These protections are designed to allow platforms to function freely without constant
risk of litigation due to user activities.

o U ETEX UGN HTeTclST SCIAHISILIST, S ATl HITSAT Celehid 3R Sexaic Tar
FETCI3T Y hleelt GR&TT Tale i §, AT I 7o CACHIAT T STAThT3iT SaRT |
IS T & FoIT TG 7 A S0 |

o Y GIET YT CACHIAT Sl STARTRATIN T ATATITRIT & HRUT AR Hehe AN &
SHTEH & T T 9 @ 1 et &Y 317AfA 8 & v sarr are g

e Legal Background and Purpose

Safe harbour protections were introduced in several countries to promote innovation
and freedom of expression online.
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e InIndia, safe harbour protections are covered under Section 79 of the Information
Technology Act, 2000.

e The purpose of this provision is to shield intermediaries from liability for third-party
content, provided they follow specific guidelines, such as taking down illegal content
when notified by authorities.

o U FIET FR&TT &S G2t H HieTolrset Aarar 3R ifreaferd S Facdr I erar &e & fau
U T 1S Y| R #, A BT G&T Faar Wi rfarfaras, 2000 1 €T 79 % T8
Hav I AT L

o 3 YIGHTS & 3oy AN UaT I AT & fovw SXA 3 adsT ol 3aieRAcd & samT g,
a1t I Fo fem-TAERi o1 dreret &6y, S T TR qamr gie fahe Simey uX srder s
I geTaT|

e Conditions and Obligations for Safe Harbour in India

According to the Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital
Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, intermediaries in India are required to perform due
diligence by appointing grievance officers and ensuring they do not host or promote
unlawful content.

e Failing to adhere to these obligations can result in the loss of safe harbour protections,
leaving the platform open to liability for user-generated content.

o= Tle A (SeweifEad Ranfader sit RiSree #fdar smar @fan e, 2021 ¥ 3R,
HR H STATSIST b1 RIrret T RoT 3Tfere Rt g et sheeh AT rarer Aol & ATareir
T TAR o el oh ATCIH 3T TRAH AT HTATh ¢ | SoT GIiAcdl bl UTele] of el I 3o 'TAH
BTSR GR&TT Tlel ohT W g1 Hehdll &, TTHd H &hl SUATehdl GaRT 3ctet HTHAT o Tl Seerr
AT ST HHAT B |

1. Important Facts and Updates

o Section 79 of the IT Act serves as the foundation of safe harbour protections in
India.

o The 2021 Intermediary Guidelines emphasized transparency, mandating that
significant social media intermediaries (those with over 5 million users) appoint
compliance officers and establish faster grievance redressal mechanisms.

o In recent developments, there have been discussions regarding tightening safe
harbour regulations, particularly due to rising misinformation and content-
related complaints.

o  3MEE HTATATA T URT 79 HRA F A Te' FI&T T AR B |

o 2021 g Renfader o areRTar <X S fer, fSre goga@ arerer #fgan
SR adreTt (5 AforeT & 31ftes SuleTehali3i aTel) T 3teToTeret STt
fgfea ik Risvrard faror d wurfad s o fader fear arm|
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o BTel o TICHTshAT &, el FIT IR ATHA Fartll Rishrardl # gefer & HRoT q%
gTe} fAferAT &1 &heT ey W T=Tu §‘é’§|
2. Significance of Safe Harbour in Digital Media
Safe harbour protections have been crucial in the growth of digital platforms, as they
protect platforms from direct liability and enable them to foster user engagement.

However, they also raise challenges, as platforms must balance user freedom with
ethical responsibilities, especially in areas like hate speech and fake news.

A gTeR &t 3foreer caewhrat i geftr 7 Ageayul W 8, #2ifeh A coewrat 1 geaar
STRETRcd & ST § 3R SUNRTeRT S[STd Y SGTaT St H FETH Tl & | gTellich, T $&
Tt of oy € Fifeh ColehrAT Sl SUANIThdT T TadTaT o Afdeh forFAeal & arer

S

AT AT IS 8, TaLT &G & gUTEde $1907 3R sTehell FATIRT SI9 &131 |
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codified their totalitarianism in a 35-article

enactment titled the Propagation of Virtue
and Prevention of Vice Law which, among other
barbarities, enshrines misogyny — the core tenet
of the extremist group’s ideology.

The mind behind this atrocity is the “supreme
leader” who sententiously calls himself Amir
al-Mu'minin Sheikh al-Quran and Hadith Mawlawi
Hibatullah Akhundzada. The intolerance of his
regime is writ large in every article of the
draconian law that seeks to convert Afghanistan
into an open-air prison.

l n August this year, the Taliban formally

Antithesis of mercy

In the English translation provided by the
Afghanistan Analysts Network (AAN), the law
begins: “In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the
Merciful” when in reality it is the exact antithesis
of the Koran’s beneficence and mercy embodied
in its most definitive declaration on human
liberty, laa ikraaha fid’deen (there shall be no
compulsion in Islam).

Indeed, in 10:99, the Koran warns Muslims
against religious coercion (tukrihun naas) because
it was never its intention to make “the entire
humanity on earth” believe in Islam (la aamana
man fil arzi kulluhum jamee'an).

As “entire humanity on earth” includes
Muslims, the Koran not just prohibits the forcible
conversion of non-Muslims but also disallows the
imposition of any one interpretation of Islam on
unwilling Muslims. Hence, there is no record of
the Prophet ever having formulated a law to force
his followers to pray five times a day or fast
during Ramazan, let alone imposing the burga on
women or banning feminine speech in public.
The original Islamic society was so open that the
Koran approvingly mentions how a woman
successfully “disputed with” the Prophet
(tujaadiluka) about a form of divorce called zihaar
which the Koran immediately invalidated (58:1-4).

But the Talibani law seeks to erase women
from the public sphere in blatant violation of the
Prophetic understanding of Islam. It warns: “If an
adult woman leaves home because of some
urgent need, she is duty-bound to hide her voice,
face and body” from unrelated men and “in front
of non-believing or loose women” thus degrading
non-Muslim women too.

In fact, the law demonises all non-Muslims by
prohibiting Afghans from “befriending” or
“assisting them”, celebrating their festivals, or
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The Taliban are
not the first to
turn Islamic
liberalism

on its head

“imitating” their “appearance or character”.

As for Muslim men, they cannot wear
“neckties and other such unislamic symbols” or
style their hair “in an un-Islamic manner.” But
they must compulsorily grow a beard which is
not “less than the width of a fist” in length.
Additionally, “at the set times” they must offer
prayers “in congregation in the mosques.”

Owners of “sightseeing and recreation spots”
have to build mosques and “ensure that staff and
tourists observe congregational prayer” while
transport companies make sure “that drivers and
passengers are praying at the proper time”. The
drivers are also barred from playing music or
transporting women who are “not covered”, or
unaccompanied by a close adult relative “of
sound mind”.

Misinterpreting the Koran

Anyone who is shocked by the atrociousness of
these restrictions must know that the Taliban are
not the first to turn Islamic liberalism on its head.
They have only made rigid the legal moralism
that persists in several Muslim societies today.

Saudi Arabia, for instance, has the Haya al-amr
bil-ma’roof wan-nahy an al-munkar, or the
Committee for the Promotion of Virtue and
Prevention of Vice (CPVPV) whose dogmatism in
March 2002 led to the death of 15 schoolgirls in
Mecca when its members prevented them from
escaping their burning school for not wearing
proper hijab.

Although the CPVPV was stripped of its
sweeping powers in 2016. it endures in a milder
form under the General Presidency of Promotion
of Virtue and Prevention of Vice. In India too,
clerical preoccupation with the virtues of hijab is
a huge reality.

The obsession with virtue and vice prevails
because Muslim rulers, in collaboration with
establishmentarian theologians, have been
fomenting it for centuries by misinterpreting
Koranic advice: “Let there arise out of you a
community (ummah) inviting to all that is good
(khair), and enjoining what is right and
forbidding what is wrong (ya’muroona bil ma’roofi
wa yanhawna anil munkar).” (3:104)

This was done by rendering ma’roof (right) and
munkar (wrong) in 3:104 as “virtue” and “vice”
respectively - a moralistic meaning not intended
by the Koran. The interpretational tinkering
enabled the cleric-state alliance to acquire
unchecked power over the restive masses in the

A case of codifying totalitarianism
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A case of codifying totalitarianism
|

guise of implementing the Koran.

The truth is that 3:104 is just one of the many
broad-spectrum ethical Koranic verses that
enjoins nothing more than a sense of social
probity among Muslims without giving them
extra-judicial powers. Nor does it authorise
governments to convert the Koran into a legalistic
tool to impose any state-defined morality.

In short, 3:104 and other such verses give
citizens a limited right to intervene when they see
an undeniable wrong (not vice) being committed.
An example of this is the “Bell Bajao” (Ring the
Bell) campaign started in India by a human rights
organisation in 2008. The idea was to save
women from domestic violence by encouraging
people to ring the doorbell when they hear a
couple fighting.

The Koran, otherwise, is clear that moral
policing is not a virtue but a vice. In 49:12 it
strictly warns Muslims against needlessly
suspecting people of immorality (ijtanibu
kaseeram minaz zann), or prying into their lives to
spread gossip, or to backbite (laa tajassasu walaa
yaghtab ba’zukum ba’zan).

For this reason, societies during the time of the
Prophet and the first four caliphs were free, not
surveilled. The weaponisation of
virtue-promotion and vice-prevention happened
much later thanks to scholars such as al-Mawardi
(c.974-1058), al Ghazali (c.1056-1111), and Ibn
Taymiyah (c.1263- 1328) under a “public morals
office” called hisbah.

A mirroring

In his book IThya Ulumiddin, al-Ghazali lists 10
stages of sin-prevention depending upon the level
of intransigence. It starts with informing the
sinner of “the harm of sin” and ends with beating
him up with hands or weapons, or fighting
against him with “soldiers.”

The Taliban appear to be following Ghazali’s
playbook to the letter. Given the fact that they
have become almost invincible militarily, what is
needed in Afghanistan is — to paraphrase the
French philosopher Foucault — a language of
mass discontent and revolt that could transform
thousands of forms of distress, misery, and
despairs into a force that could defeat the Taliban
from within.

Albert Camus said this differently when he
offered oppressed societies a modified version of
René Descartes’ cogito, ergo sum (I think,
therefore I am) — I rebel, therefore we exist.
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The Taliban's Codification of Totalitarianism dTferaTe T H‘HTQH?[ &1 af®aa
afearaor

e In August this year, the Taliban formally codified their totalitarianism in a 35-article
enactment titled the Propagation of Virtue and Prevention of Vice Law, which enshrines

misogyny as a core tenet of the extremist group's ideology. & TTel 3PTEd H, dTfeleTe o1 35
TeTeBal aTel Ueh hlofel H 3T ATATRITET hY ITeTReh &9 & Higcraees fonam, foraehr =i
YO & TR 3 G081 AFYTH FTFI ¢, S Afgnait & v gom 1 56 wRaAqd dogg
TaRERT & Aol dcd & &9 3 enfier war g

e The mind behind this law is the "supreme leader," who calls himself Amir al-Mu'minin Sheikh
al-Quran and Hadith Mawlawi Hibatullah Akhundzada. 3 &TefsT o e T feATaT "goiier

s o1 8, S T 1 IrAR-3a-AfAeer O srer-F0et iR gl Aterd Raqgeare srggsar
FEATE

Antithesis of Mercy 3T &T faeller

e In the English translation provided by the Afghanistan Analysts Network (AAN), the law
starts with ""In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful,”” though in reality, it

contradicts the Koran’s message of mercy and human liberty. 3T®anfa¥drd faedys Seasw
(vuT) aﬁmmﬁmmsﬁsﬁwﬁ, IE Hofel "3Teelle o A1H T, Sl HLUMHT &, SATe]
&' & YE I &, BTelieh ATEcd H Ig FIT & AT 3T ATTT TaATAT & FaRT o TAETH

FAT e |
e The Koran in 10:99 warns Muslims against religious coercion and discourages forcing beliefs

on others. FTeT 7 10:99 F FHCTHATT Y U STaRGEAT & (AT Aelaeit & 71 § 3R gErt
9X TIRar U=t 8 gdlcaTed fhar AT g |

Women’s Rights in Original Islamic Society e $EeTHT GHATS H Afgerait &
IFAFR

e The Prophet never enforced any law to force his followers to pray five times or wear burgas;
rather, a woman once openly disputed with him on matters like divorce. WaerdT a1 3T 8fF 3791

3T T U<l SR ATAT el AT el TGgetel oh [T HIGY 6T [T, Siceh, Teh Higell o
TelTeh SIE ATHGT 7 378 ToTohy g d 1 AT
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e The Taliban law contradicts this understanding by requiring women to hide their voice,
face, and body in public spaces, especially around non-believing or "loose" women. aTferaTat

Tt 3H HHST T [ HIAT &, TTTe AfGn3it st Ardaiferes Tell o 379e11 3mare, a8
31 e e a1 3merer e AT B, farehyent IR-faearelt a1 "drer Afgeait & e |

Restrictions on Non-Muslims and Muslims Alike ﬂT—ﬂ'ﬂT’lﬂ'l?ﬂ Wﬂﬂm‘ﬂ'
T HATT gfaaer

e The law prohibits Afghans from befriending or assisting non-Muslims, celebrating their

festivals, or adopting their customs. ShTe{eT 3TthaTT=A e IX-FHHATAT § SRl IT 3T Heg
FYA, IAF AR FHATA T SoTehY ATEdl T FIATA T AshclT & |

e Men are banned from wearing neckties or cutting their hair in an un-Islamic manner, and they

must keep a beard no shorter than a fist’s width. &S T AsheT$ TgeTat IT YT STl T un-
Islamic TR & Sleal I T &, 3N 3¢ FST 1 °isré O oier w7g! I@e1 =gV

Mandatory Prayers and Mosque Attendance foard yrdee iR Afdee &
sufeufa

e At set times, all men must attend prayers in congregation in the mosques, while owners of
recreational spots are to build mosques and ensure staff and tourists observe prayer times.

TR TRer T oY Tl gl ot ATESTIET F ARYfed T { ITLaT e gl STafeh HAR ST Tgal
o HTToleht ! ATESTE, Tellelt 1alt 3R Tg FIATE HlaT 191 foh heTay 3R ghesh Jrfa
AT &7 IToleT |

e Drivers cannot play music or transport women who are uncovered or unaccompanied by a close

male relative. ST8aX HIN LT <ol Tehel AT IrafOrer AG3T T Ueh et T&9 RedeR & far
STET of ST Hehd |

Misinterpreting the Koran

FIl T el 31Y Ao

e Anyone who is shocked by the atrociousness of these restrictions must know that the Taliban are
not the first to turn Islamic liberalism on its head. SiY #YE FeT Tt T FIaT & 3 8, 39 TaT

AT TR T o anferaTer searet 3gRaTE F faghd e arel Ig el 61 ¢ |
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e They have only made rigid the legal moralism that persists in several Muslim societies today.
Wﬁmwm@ﬁﬁmaﬁmmﬁm%sﬁﬁgﬁmmﬁﬁmaﬁwg%l

e Saudi Arabia, for instance, has the Committee for the Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of
Vice (CPVPV), whose dogmatism in March 2002 led to the death of 15 schoolgirls in Mecca.

SETEROT & foIT, W) 37 # He[or 1 aerar & 3R goear #Y e & faw afafy (cpvev) §,

a1 FeeTIT AT 2002 F FFHT H 15 FHell STAHT I Hiel ST HROT F17 |
e Although the CPVPV was stripped of its sweeping powers in 2016, it endures in a milder form

under the General Presidency of Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice. 613111%2016 H
CPVPV & A9 TRHRI #Y g1 o a1am a1, 7% U go T H Wea[or & War 3R geear
AFYTH & AT FEFTAT & 3refleT alt T &

e In India too, clerical preoccupation with the virtues of hijab is a huge reality. TR & 8ft, fe=mear
¥ weguit & iy enfife Ram vah 2 woars ¥

e The obsession with virtue and vice prevails because Muslim rulers, in collaboration with
establishmentarian theologians, have been fomenting it for centuries by misinterpreting Koranic

advice. WeF[oT AR geear & 9y ST suorT a1 Tear & FifE A e arws, FUTI=Tardy
erstenfEaat & WrY fAreray, F0eT Y aTg F arerd 3 fAFTerd W@ B

e “Let there arise out of you a community (ummah) inviting to all that is good (khair), and
enjoining what is right and forbidding what is wrong (ya’muroona bil ma’roo wa yanhawna anil

munkar)” (3:104). " H @ & WHETT (37AT8) 33 ot weft 3red wraf (W) Ay M ImARa A,
31T S wE § 38 LA AR A e § 39 QF (3:104) 1

e This was done by rendering ma roof (right) and munkar (wrong) in 3:104 as “virtue” and “vice”
respectively — a moralistic meaning not intended by the Koran. Ig #'3T&% (He)) 3 HeART
(3TeTeT) T 3:104 F "HIIOT" 3 "geear & T # e FwTera B ama o - v Ao srd e
1 @ fafése agt foram ara 4y

e The interpretational tinkering enabled the cleric-state alliance to acquire unchecked power
over the masses in the guise of implementing the Koran. aT&dicdA® biagd o Aladl-Ied
ST I FINT AT FA & eI SToTl R AT afed e1fde F3a 7 garer qamm|

e The truth is that 3:104 is one of the many broad-spectrum ethical Koranic verses that enjoins
nothing more than a sense of social probity among Muslims without giving extra-judicial powers.

TS TE © T 3:104 F ATF Afa FIT HY JAAl 7 A F § S AGAATA & Faer
WTATTNF YET Y AT Y Wewried Fe 8, e sfafea ~nfe afFaat e

e Nor does it authorize governments to convert the Koran into a legalistic tool to impose any state-

defined morality. I HYHRI Y FTT H FeAT STFIOT H qgerah? fhdll Teg-aRenmia
e 1 AT FY F1 FAFR A GaAT R
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In short, 3:104 and other such verses give citizens a limited right to intervene when they see an

undeniable wrong (not vice) being committed. T&TT &, 3:104 31 37 VY I ARSI FHY
Fao d9 gEARTT T T AT 3OFR 3 & o7 3 Torelt srarifeaer arera (geeardh : e
gueEd gl

An example of this is the “Bell Bajao” campaign started in India by a human rights organization
in 2008 to save women from domestic violence. Rl # ATAATIAFR HIST GART 2008 H Y
foa ara e e TR FHHT v 3ETEROr &, S Afgnait F e e @ wwe & fAw

gl
The Koran otherwise clearly warns Muslims against moral policing in 49:12 — “avoid much
suspicion” (ijtanibu kaseeram minaz zann) or prying into lives to spread gossip or backbite. FTeT

HAUT 49:12 H FISC T § FHEATA 1 v YRR & qat iy st ganr ¢ - "aga
3T WE ¥ T (ST FHRHA HieTor 31eT) AT SATGH! FTh SA1aT H HidheT, TTAT terTelr
T Il FIAT|

For this reason, societies during the time of the Prophet and the first four caliphs were free, not
surveilled. 8 HROT, $3raR 31X 9ga IR GelIp131t & AT Y AT Faav O, FRE 7 78
The weaponization of virtue-promotion and vice-prevention happened later due to scholars like
al-Mawardi (c.974-1058), al-Ghazali (c.1056-1111), and Ibn Taymiyah (c.1263-1328). W&JoT-
YR 3R geedr-farier 1 erehor are # g3, fear St arer-Arady (c.974-1058), 3reT-

ISATAT (c.1056-1111), 3 FoeT AfAATE (c.1263-1328) & FROT|

A Mirroring

s yfafad
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In his book lhya Ulumiddin, al-Ghazali lists 10 stages of sin-prevention that end with beating or
fighting with soldiers. 37TeT-TraATelt 3=t GEcTe "$EAT SefAcgrar H qrq-farer & 10 =vor
gelaey F1a ¢, S ARdie a1 dfast § a5 F w1y AT ST g |

The Taliban appear to be following Ghazali’s playbook to the letter. ATfraTeT 3TeT-3TSTTell Y
Tl 1 sregavor Fee welta g §

What is needed in Afghanistan is — to paraphrase philosopher Foucault — a language of
discontent that could transform distress into a force to defeat the Taliban from within.

HFATAEAT H HTTIFAT § — ST ot & 2regi F — 3ruaie H Tl srem i Y @
ofFa # gee w& 3R #fiew F anforarer wr g a |

Albert Camus expressed this differently, offering oppressed societies a version of Descartes’
cogito, ergo sum: | rebel, therefore we exist. 3TEa€ HIH & S T aAF ¥ Fal, 3cdifsa
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GS Paper III: '
Environment =
action
Concrete action must take centre stage

in climate mitigation
N ext week will be that time of the year

when countries get into a huddle for the
annual two-week climate conference, in
Azerbaijan’s capital Baku, to fine-tune global ac-
tion on human-caused global warming. To have
any chance at keeping global temperatures from
exceeding 1.5° C of pre-Industrial levels, multiple
scientific assessments have said that greenhouse
gas emissions must peak before 2025 at the latest
and decline 43% by 2030. However, summing up
all the collective commitments by countries to re-
duce their greenhouse gas emissions would lead
to only a 2.6% decrease in global greenhouse gas
emissions by 2030, compared to 2019 levels. Save
for 2020, the year of the COVID-19 pandemic, glo-
bal emissions have only increased every year,
with 53 billion metric tonnes emitted in 2023.
Given that most rich countries are loathe to
make compromises on their lifestyles and poor-
er, developing countries aspire to be rich, the on-
ly practical solution envisaged is that the deve-
loping countries grow rich while eschewing the
proven fossil-fuel led trajectory. However, the
costs that these entail — of shifting to cleaner but
land-intensive and relatively expensive renewa-
ble sources — remain the proverbial bone of con-
tention. In 2009, at the climate summit in Co-
penhagen, developed countries agreed to fund
developing countries $100 billion annually by
2020 as ‘climate finance’ to enable this transition.
Though it is the United Nations that is supposed
to ratify if these finance goals have been met, a
lack of clarity on the definition of ‘climate fi-
nance’, and delays in the financial crediting sys-
tem have led to considerable angst among deve-
loping countries that these goals have been far
from met. The Paris Agreement of 2016 requires
that countries decide on a new collective quanti-
fied goal (NCQG) before 2025, with the $100 bil-
lion as a base value. Then there is also a quibble,
from the developed world, that major emitters
such as China and India, which are large econo-
mies and major polluters, must also contribute. It
is widely expected that this NCQG will be a major
point of discussion at Baku. Another issue of im-
port is carbon markets, that have for long been
touted as the solution to the problem of finance.
Rich countries or companies finance counter-
parts in the developing world for renewable ener-
gy generation and carbon-offsetting measures
and gain tradeable credits. However, specifying
the rules on how this is accounted for is a vexing
problem. The hallmark of climate negotiations is
that they are arenas of gladiatorial legalese where
the stated goal of reducing emissions seems to
stretch further beyond reach. It is time that con-
crete action takes centre stage.
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Time for action

HRATS T AT

Concrete action must take centre stage in climate
mitigation

STeraTyg TRad A ST FIETE Y g A TG g

Annual Climate Conference Begins Next Week in

Baku AT STeraTy WFaiclel 379Tel HATE a1 A
YEEIM

) Next week, countries will gather for the annual two-
week climate conference in Azerbaijan’s capital, Baku, to refine
global actions against human-caused global warming.

o 373Tel FCATE, G2T AT Y TSTUTAY, a1 H T¥H
aI-HTATE & STelary HFA T & folT Tehd giet, dTfeh Atefa-Sifeie
AfRaeh aTueT & Tl AfRaesh il o aRsepd fovam ST & |

° To prevent global temperatures from exceeding 1.5°C
above pre-Industrial levels, scientific assessments state
greenhouse gas emissions must peak before 2025 and reduce by
43% by 2030.

o 3fReeh 9T F1 3N H-9d T 1.5°C & 3w
ool @ Uehed o TAIT, =ATioteh 3HTeholel & 3TAR MeTg3H I
ScoteT T 2025 | Tgel TH T TGl ATfe T 31X 2030 T 43%
ECTAT AR

° However, collective commitments by countries currently
aim for only a 2.6% decrease in global greenhouse gas emissions
by 2030, compared to 2019 levels.
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o glelifeh, G2t T Afgeh TTATEHIATT 2019 & TR T Jelell H 2030 cfeh dRaeh A=Tgr3d
T 3caaT H Fad 2.6% FH T T WA B |

e Except for 2020, global emissions have increased annually, with 53 billion metric tonnes
emitted in 2023.

o 2ozoﬁmw,mﬂéﬁﬁwmagﬁ§%’%,f@mﬁzozsﬁssm:hﬁ?w
3?asi?r§3rr|

Challenges in Achieving Emission Goals 3cHoteT &G H IT°d Hlad A ﬂm

e Developed countries are reluctant to compromise their lifestyles, while developing nations aim to

grow wealthy, ideally without relying on fossil fuels.faerTara 2T 319=i SiaeTeiell 9X Fasttar
e W Rwrehd €, STafeh faehrerelier Irsg foretT sitarest $ue o) f3s gU HHe glel il iTehiat
W@dgl

e Shifting to cleaner but land-intensive and relatively expensive renewable sources is costly,

which remains a contentious issue. STfH-HTTRE 31X 3TU&TRd g3 TdIHIoNT Fial 1 31T
fRIFE ST HEIT &, SiY Toh faarerede; Heer ol g3 & |

Climate Finance and Funding Goals aaaqﬁaaﬁtﬁaq’lwarﬁr

e At the 2009 Copenhagen summit, developed nations pledged $100 billion annually by 2020 to
aid developing countries in the transition to cleaner energy. 2009 & &I TeT fAWI TFATA H,

i ol o gl 22it o Tawa 3T H GHAUT & TETIaT & [T 2020 d& 9faa¥ $100

3R ST arer T
e Due to lack of clarity on the definition of climate finance and delays in the crediting system,
developing nations feel these financial targets are unmet. STeraT farer St aReTT o Tvedr dHhr

T 3R KB gomTely 3 &8 3 T, Tyehraeiier vg Feww A & 6 3 fachar e X =7¢f
gUEl

New Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG) 14T Hﬂﬁ? gR#ATfora o181 (NCQG)

e Under the Paris Agreement of 2016, countries must set a new financial target (NCQG) by 2025,
starting with the $100 billion baseline. 2016 & IR HElA & T8, ST P 2025 Tk $100 3R

& ITUR Hed § Y& Bl aTell AT faeT 787 (NCQG) feTRe st gram|
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e There is also debate from developed countries that major emitters like China and India
should contribute, due to their large economies and emissions. fae A ¢2ii Fr Ig sfr g &

fop <o 3T R S 92 3IcToieh 21T T oY 37k 92 3T 3MhR 3R 3Tt & T
NG oAl AT

Carbon Markets and Tradeable Credits FTae TR 31X AR AT HizeT

e Carbon markets allow rich countries or companies to finance renewable projects in developing

nations for carbon-offset credits. FTaeT STTR AR G2IT AT HUTAT I fahrTiTe G20 # HTeT
Hrde F3e & fau Aol aR@ES3 @1 & Aiva e &1 3regafd aar s
e Defining how these credits are calculated and accounted for remains a complex issue. Sel

ShISTH I 0T R feATer H¥ T@T ST, T§ Th SAfeel Heal =11 g3 ¢

Call for Concrete Action 31 EFRh‘Iﬁ‘T $ g IFHAT

e Climate negotiations are often seen as legal debates where the primary goal of reducing
emissions appears to recede.

o STeIaTg AT Y 3TFER FHIefell TG oh & H G ST 8, STET ScwoteT 3 HAY T H&T
ofeT IS §edlT g31 Flid gielm 81

e There is a pressing need to prioritize concrete action over further delays.

o Wﬁﬁﬁﬁg@@qmﬁmmaﬁﬁacmqwm ITARTFATE |
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Jharkhand Assembly: Most Bills passed quickly without discussion

GS Paper |l: State
Legislature

| DATA POINT I

PRS Legislative

lections to the 6th Jhark-
E hand Legislative Assembly

are to be held on November
13. A look at the 5th Assembly’s
sessions shows that many Bills
were passed quickly without much
discussion and very few were sent
to Committees. The 5th Assembly
held sessions between January
2020 and August 2024.

The Assembly met for 118 sitting
days over five years, which is 24
days a year on average. Chart 1
shows that Assembly sittings have

Most of the FY25 Budget was passed without discussion in the Assembly

Big decisions despite little talk

The data for the charts were sourced from PRS Legislative Research’s report titled “functioning of the 5th Jharkhand Legislative Assembly”
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Chart 1: The number of sittings in the Jharkhand Assembly over the years

reduced with time in Jharkhand. 40 34 34 55 35 36
Between 2017 and 2023, State Le- 4 %5 o, 2 % 26 28 % 2 2
gislative Assemblies across India | 19 2L o 20, A -
met for 23 days a year on average. 40 10 L

An average Assembly sitting 10 4 0

lasted for four hours. No Deputy
Speaker was elected for the dura-
tion of the 5th Assembly. The As-
sembly has functioned without a
Deputy Speaker since March 2005.
Article 178 of the Constitution
mandates that every Legislative
Assembly choose the Deputy
Speaker “as soon as may be”.
Since 2000, only 10 Bills have
taken more than a day to be
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Chart 2: The chart shows the percentage of Bills passed on the day of introduction B and the share of Bills passed more than a day after introduction lll
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passed. Analysis of Bills in this sec- Chart 3: The chart shows the number of Bills passed B and the number of Chart 5: Duration of Budget discussions over the years (in days) Sources:
tion gxc]u@es Finance and Appro- Bills referred to Committees Il Bulletins, Rules
priation Bills. Chart 2 shows the {561 11 129 M 10 " 10 of Procedure,
share of Bills passed on the day of i 1 Jharkhand
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tion. Only three Bills were referred 2 42 44 3 ARARSaLhE
to Committees between 201924 3 407 ] nic.in), Details
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es as shown in Chart 4. sparsmant

Seven ordinances were issued Chart 4: The share of Bills pertaining to select topics Chart 6: Proportion of Budget passed without discussion s?:ﬁ;:::;:z
between 2020 and 2024. Five were 40% 5 o7 (https://finance.
lssugd during the panqemlc. More . 100% jharkhand.gov.
Ordinances have been issued since 2 30% "~ 80% 75 in/budget2024.
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Jharkhand Assembly: Most Bills passed quickly without

discussion

Wﬁmm:aﬁﬂrﬁmﬁmaﬁa?mmgc

Elections to the 6th Jharkhand Legislative Assembly are to be held on November

13. 631 ARG RAeTeTwe T & qa1a 13 AT FI A B |
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e Alook at the 5th Assembly’s sessions shows that many Bills were passed quickly
without much discussion and very few were sent to Committees. 5dT fatIarasiT & @Y Fr

Wmﬁwm%%aﬁﬁmmmﬁ%%mmﬁammmma@waﬁ
afAfat & are da I

e The 5th Assembly held sessions between January 2020 and August 2024. 5d}
frermerarsiT & & Sreradl 2020 | 3EA 2024 & S IMASA fhw T

e The Assembly met for 118 sitting days over five years, which is 24 days a year on

average. QTSI & 9T et & 118 S &, 5 3ilwasr afar a¥ 24 ReT e €1
e Chart 1 shows that Assembly sittings have reduced with time in Jharkhand. a1&€ 1 &
fearar I § foh SIRES & RAUnerasT ST Hr T 57T & 1T HH &1 15 ¢ |

e Between 2017 and 2023, State Legislative Assemblies across India met for 23 days a

year on average. 2017 ¥ 2023 & s, ¥ 1R # T [AUTTHATIH o 3t ufer af 23 foer
S |

e An average Assembly sitting lasted for four hours. Teh HHT [AUTTEHT SSh T
AT TR G I g1 AT

e No Deputy Speaker was elected for the duration of the 5th Assembly. 5df faenaras &
GRTST SUTETRT T TATa e T E3T|

e The Assembly has functioned without a Deputy Speaker since March 2005. faemerasi
AT 2005 ¥ 3UTeeT & AT FT A @ ¢

e Article 178 of the Constitution mandates that every Legislative Assembly choose the
Deputy Speaker “as soon as may be”. ST HT eSS 178 Tg Jfad FATE o6

T [AUTeTasi " fordeit STedl 81 A" IUTeAaT T Io1d FI |

e Since 2000, only 10 Bills have taken more than a day to be passed. 2000 & T &, hdol
10 fadrgeht &1 IR 811 # Tk oot & 3178 HT TAT M g |

e Analysis of Bills in this section excludes Finance and Appropriation Bills. 38 @8 &

faerrent a1 fareervoT e 3ty fafaraer Rrdaet F oleat fhar s |
e Chart 2 shows the share of Bills passed on the day of introduction and those passed

more than a day after introduction. aT€ 2 7 IR=T & & oA fagTei iR v fgT &
3TRreh FHI o 1 ITRC TAEIeh! T Ul e aram g |

e Only three Bills were referred to Committees between 2019-24 (Chart 3). shdel dteT
99 2019-24 & ST wFATIET FF 8 71T (TE 3) |
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e Most Bills passed by 5th Assembly relate to taxes and cesses as shown in Chart 4.

st farerrerars ganT wie srftrarer fdaes w1 i suai @ wefea §, S frae a A
fe@rar = g

e Seven ordinances were issued between 2020 and 2024. 2020 & 2024 & s €I
regreer SN fhu arw |

e Five ordinances were issued during the pandemic. #ETHRY & &1 9T 3reAqTEer STRY
[EauEi

e More Ordinances have been issued since 2015, with nine in just 2018. 2015 e
IreaTger IR fhU AT €, foe1a dhaer 2018 F =t 2|

e The duration of Budget discussion has reduced, with just three days in 2024 (Chart
5). oTe T T AT °¢ IS §, 2024 F hdol did & & (T1C 5) |
e Also, 97% of the FY25 Budget was passed without discussion, as shown in Chart 6.

SHch 3TCITdT, FY25 & d91¢ T 97% =T =1t & 9iRd fohar aram, Siar i aré 6 & fe@ram s g
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Does data justify subdivision of quotas?

Recent debates have questioned whether a ‘quota-within-quota’ system is needed to ensure that affirmative action policies are more equitable across Scheduled Caste

subgroups. Using data from six major States, one explores whether some SC castes have disproportionately benefited from reservations

GS Paper Il
Reservation

Ashwini Deshpande
Rajesh Ramachandran

ndia’s reservation system has long

been a tool for uplifting historically

marginalised communities,

particularly the Scheduled Castes
(SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs). Born
out of the need to correct centuries of
social and economic exclusion,
reservations have opened the doors of
higher education, government
employment, and public offices for
groups once condemned to the periphery
of society. Yet, over 75 years since
independence, questions are being raised
about whether the system is serving its
intended purpose — especially when
some subgroups within the SCs appear to
be benefiting more than others.

Recent debates, spurred by a Supreme
Court ruling, have questioned whether a
‘quota-within-quota’ system is needed to
ensure that affirmative action policies are
more equitable across SC subgroups. The
idea is to subdivide the SC quota to
provide targeted assistance to the most
disadvantaged communities within the
broader SC category. While some States,
like Punjab, have experimented with such
policies, the effectiveness of subdividing
quotas is still a matter of contention.

The question at the heart of this debate
is: do all SCs benefit equally from
reservations? And if not, should the
system be redesigned to ensure a more
balanced distribution of opportunities?

A deep dive into caste quotas

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the principal architect
of the Indian Constitution, believed that
formal legal equality (one person, one
vote) would not be enough to dismantle
the deeply entrenched inequalities of
caste. Thus, reservations were mandated
to become a mechanism to move from
legal equality to substantive equality by
creating opportunities for SCs and STs in
higher education, public sector jobs, and
government institutions.

The argument underlying the Supreme
Court verdict is that despite its
progressive aims, India’s reservation
system is plagued by uneven outcomes.
Some SC groups seem to have progressed
more than others over the decades. This
has led to calls for a more nuanced
approach to affirmative action — one that
recognises the heterogeneity within the
SC category itself.

Here, we use data from six major States
—Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Punjab, Tamil
Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, and West Bengal —
and explore whether some SC castes have
disproportionately benefited from
reservations, leaving others behind.

‘What data from different States tell us
In Andhra Pradesh, our estimates reveal
that while there are slight differences
between the two major SC groups — Malas
and Madigas — the disparities are not
significant enough to warrant subdivision
of the quota. By 2019, both groups had
seen improvements in education and
employment, and both were equally likely
to benefit from white-collar jobs. A similar
story emerges in Tamil Nadu, where the
two largest SC groups — Adi Dravida and
Pallan —were almost indistinguishable in
terms of socio-economic outcomes by
2019. But other States paint a more
complicated picture.

In Punjab, where the SC quota has
been subdivided since 1975, the data
suggests that this policy has led to better
outcomes for more disadvantaged SC
groups, such as the Mazhabi Sikhs and

Do States need guotas within quotas?

Using data from six major States, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, and West Bengal, the authors analyse whether the most
marginalised SC groups within the broader SC category have benefited from reservations
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Balmikis. These groups, once
marginalised even within the SC category,
have begun to catch up to more advanced
groups such as the Ad Dharmis and
Ravidasis.

On the other hand, Bihar’s experiment
with subdividing the SC quota into a
“Mahadalit” category in 2007 is a
cautionary tale. Initially designed to target
the most marginalised SC groups, the
policy eventually faltered as political
pressure led to the inclusion of all SC
groups in the Mahadalit category,
effectively nullifying the purpose of the
subdivision. The broader takeaway from
these findings is that while there is some
heterogeneity within the SC category, the
disparities between SC groups and
upper-caste groups (general category)
remain far more pronounced. In other
words, the gap between SCs and the
privileged castes is still much larger than
the gap between different SC subgroups.

Are reservations accessible?

We need good jati-wise data on actual use
of reserved category positions. The
closest we can get is based on a question
from the India Human Development
Survey (IHDS) that asks potential
beneficiaries if they have a caste
certificate — a prerequisite for accessing
reserved positions in education and
employment. These numbers can be seen
as proxy for actual access in the absence
of authoritative official data.

In States like Uttar Pradesh and Bihar,
less than 50% of SC households report
having these certificates, meaning that a
large portion of SCs are excluded from the
benefits that are supposed to uplift them.
Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh fare
better, with over 60-70% of SC households
holding caste certificates, but these States
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are the exception rather than the rule.

This highlights a fundamental problem
with the current system — access. Without
ensuring that all eligible SCs can actually
benefit from reservations, subdividing the
quota becomes a secondary concern. The
focus should first be on improving access
to reservations across the board, ensuring
that those who are entitled to these
benefits can avail them.

Is quota-within-quota the solution?
The idea of a ‘quota-within-quota’ is not
without merit. In States like Punjab,
where there is a clear disparity between
SC subgroups, subdividing the quota has
helped bring more disadvantaged groups
into the fold. But this is not the case
everywhere. In many States, like Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, the data
suggests that there is little need for
further subdivision, as the benefits of
reservations are already being distributed
fairly evenly across SC groups.

Moreover, the political motivations
behind quota subdivision, as seen in
Bihar, can often undermine the policy’s
effectiveness. Decisions about who gets to
be included in the most disadvantaged
category are often driven by political
expediency rather than empirical
evidence. This dilutes the impact of
affirmative action and risks turning the
reservation system into a political tool
rather than a genuine instrument for
social justice.

Furthermore, the Supreme Court’s
suggestion of introducing a “creamy
layer” exclusion for SCs — similar to what
is in place for Other Backward Classes —
needs a stronger evidentiary basis.

The affirmative action policy consists
of quotas as well as monetary benefits
(scholarships or freeships, lower fees).

The income criterion can be used to
decide on eligibility for the monetary
component to keep the monetary benefits
for those who genuinely need it. However,
there is no evidence that for historically
stigmatised groups, improvement in class
status necessarily reduces discrimination,
whether it be in jobs or housing. Despite
untouchability being abolished, covert
and overt instances of untouchability
persist. As elsewhere in the world, the
stamp of a stigmatised social identity
doesn't disappear easily with economic
mobility. Reservations have helped in
creating a Dalit middle class, which over
time can reduce stigma and gradually set
the stage for creamy layer exclusion in the
future. However, we are not there yet.

Finally, the urgent need for updated
data cannot be overstated. India’s
national Census, delayed for years, is the
only source that can provide
comprehensive data on caste-based
disparities. Without this information, any
attempt to reform the system will be
based on incomplete/outdated evidence.

India’s reservation system has
undeniably helped lift millions out of
poverty and into the middle class, but it is
far from perfect. As debates around
‘quota-within-quota’ policies continue,
the focus should remain on improving
access to affirmative action for all SCs and
addressing the larger disparities between
SCs and upper-caste groups. If carefully
implemented, reservations can continue
to be a powerful tool for social justice —
but only if the system is based on robust
data and genuine need, rather than
political calculations.

Ashwini Deshpande is with Ashoka
University and Rajesh Ramachandran is
with Monash University. Views expressed
are personal.
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The argument underlying the
Supreme Court verdict is that
despite its progressive aims,
India’s reservation system is
plagued by uneven outcomes.
Some SC groups seem to have
progressed more than others
over the decades. This has led
to calls for a more nuanced
approach to affirmative action
— one that recognises the
heterogeneity within the SC
category itself.

hd

Broader takeaway from the
data are that while there is
some heterogeneity within the
SC category, the disparities
between SC groups and
upper-caste groups (general
category) remain far more
pronounced.
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In States like Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar, less than 50% of SC
households report having
these certificates, meaning
that a large portion of SCs are
excluded from the benefits that
are supposed to uplift them.



PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

Does data justify subdivision of quotas?

T 2T FYeT SUTAHTSTT FT T&! SedaT 8?

Recent debates have questioned whether a ‘quota-within-quota’ system is
needed to ensure that affirmative action policies are more equitable across
Scheduled Caste subgroups.

gIforaT agal 7 WaTer 3517 14T § o 4T 'FieT & Hiax Fler yorel i
HTRIFAT & aTfeh HRETOT AT ITH AT AT & ITHAEH A 31T FHATT w7
¥ @ et

e Using data from six major States, one explores whether some SC castes have
disproportionately benefited from reservations.

SF YW U1 oh STT T SUANIT leh g SIaT 14T § Toh &A1 &5 e ferel ST (SC) ST
= 3RETOT T WA ATH 3STITE |

India's reservation system

AR T HTIETOT YOUTTlT

® India’s reservation system has long been a tool for uplifting historically marginalised
communities, particularly the Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs).

HIT T JTTETOT JOTTS o1 ofel FHY A 3eg2y Wagrfe w7 & g1fire o 1@ woeml, fadv &
A IR ST (SC) 3R 3T AT ST (ST) Pl FU 36711 @& |

e Born out of the need to correct centuries of social and economic exclusion, reservations
have opened the doors of higher education, government employment, and public offices
for groups once condemned to the periphery of society.

wfet it wrafore 3R anfiie afysavor 1 Gure i aeTTHAT A Scuee, RET0T A 3o
Foggt & fore 3= e, Tt AR, i ardstiae wraTel & gar @iel st sl Fa@ &
g uT |

® Yet, over 75 years since independence, questions are being raised about whether the system is

serving its intended purpose — especially when some subgroups within the SCs appear to be
benefiting more than others.

TIAFAT & 75 Tt & 31T0F AT & 971G, Tg FAT 36 I@T & foh FAT TG TOTel U 3GaY i
TR TET & — TAATRT ST SC 3THegH # Ho 1 A& amer (Ao Rw wre |
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Recent debates and Supreme Court ruling

giferar 988 31 wafea =ararerT &1 Aok

Recent debates, spurred by a Supreme Court ruling, have questioned whether a ‘quota-within-
guota’ system is needed to ensure affirmative action policies are more equitable across SC

subgroups.

gIToT S6 4, i Hafod #ATATerd o Ueh 0T & U 8, 7 Io7 311 § Toh o1 3eTg e STt
3YHHG! H FATTAT GIATTT e o FoIT shler & i FHrer JoTTely Y HTaedehel |

The idea is to subdivide the SC quota to provide targeted assistance to the most disadvantaged
communities within the broader SC category.

fara 78 & o sC e 1 3UTAHTSIET Y TGH FHAR HHETAT ST ST&TT TG FeloT I ST

While some States, like Punjab, have experimented with such policies, the
effectiveness of subdividing quotas is still a matter of contention.

AT $ s, S8 oTTe, VT AT 1 92er i3 goh €, SAfehet Sler Sutasirsiet
gstraefyerar oX 33T ot sg@ IR B

Key question in the debate
qEH A HET T

The question at the heart of this debate is: do all SCs benefit equally from reservations?
S 98 oh ohg, H U9 & T THT SC THTST T T TIETUT T 137 33T &7
And if not, should the system be redesigned to ensure a more balanced distribution of

opportunities?

3R e FET, A T AT ITH GIATREAT et & Fw qormel &t o1 fBmset foharm S
arfge?

A deep dive into caste quotas

Sfa P & MGUS T eI
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Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the principal architect of the Indian Constitution, believed that formal
legal equality (one person, one vote) would not be enough to dismantle the deeply
entrenched inequalities of caste.

ST, 3R, 3ATHT, ST AR FiaereT & FEg fvaaTar &, AT & 7 shael FTefelt GATTAT (Th
saferd, Teh dlc) STt hY gL TS STAT Yeh HAATAATIHT bl HATC el oh ToIT TITC g
GE
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® Thus, reservations were mandated to become a mechanism to move from legal equality to
substantive equality by creating opportunities for SCs and STs in higher education, public sector
jobs, and government institutions.

sHfoIT, 3ETOT &Y 33 FASTT, ATdeTfereh &7 T AR RAT 3 TTHRT TEATT F SC AR STH
ToIT 3TTET TETeT Y FTefall HHTAAT & IREATAF FHTT b1 3T TGl oh IYTT o §9 H o[9[
feharm ara|

Argument in Supreme Court verdict

Hafea ~ararerg & Aol A a&

e The argument underlying the Supreme Court verdict is that despite its progressive aims, India’s
reservation system is plagued by uneven outcomes.

Hafed =rTerd & faohr & 9IS a8 § 1o s werfaeiiel 3egedl & arasg, #Rd &
3TRETOT YUTTelT 3THATST TROMAT & IET & |

e Some SC groups seem to have progressed more than others over the decades. This has led to

calls for a more nuanced approach to affirmative action — one that recognises the
heterogeneity within the SC category itself.

T SC G GAPT A e T TelaTT A 3Tk Iewticd Il Tl & | 584 IferF gaar efeewior
T AT 38 B, S sC A0 & i hr fafarerar = ggArTar 81

Data from six major states

BE Y@ =31 § 32T

e Here, we use data from six major States — Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Punjab, Tamil Nadu,
Uttar Pradesh, and West Bengal — and explore whether some SC castes have
disproportionately benefited from reservations, leaving others behind.

5T, §H BF T AT — 31T 9ee, 9eR, oo, affieres, 3o v, 31 afvas semer — @
STT T 3TN el & 3R I8 e § Toh T &5 SC ATl o IrAATeT T § RETOT o olreT
3BT, STdfeh 3T NS @ T |

What data from different States tell us

fffreer Tt @ uIea ES FTTAS E

e In Andhra Pradesh, our estimates reveal that while there are slight differences between
the two major SC groups — Malas and Madigas — the disparities are not significant
enough to warrant subdivision of the quota.

Website: patrioticias.in
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3T 2T & §AR ITH 9 § b &1 9@ 31ggfad Sifel @afgh — Arelm iR Afdam & o
oS AT &, oAfehet A 3R Flet Hgca O 781 & foh hieT bl [AHTTST e JTaeT 8|

e By 2019, both groups had seen improvements in education and employment, and both
were equally likely to benefit from white-collar jobs.

2019 T, SNt HHGT o et A AT 7 o & ar, 3R At & ahener AwRar &
STHTTeTd glel T FHTIAT AT 2T |

e A similar story emerges in Tamil Nadu, where the two largest SC groups — Adi
Dravida and Pallan — were almost indistinguishable in terms of socio-economic
outcomes by 2019.

affrersirg 1 8ft JE€T ShgTel AT 31T &, STeT e Aol 93 HeTefar Sifl Fofg — 3mie afas 3R
Yool — 2019 deh ATATIOIS-3Te IRUTAT & AT 7 973791 THT |

e But other States paint a more complicated picture.
QAfehet 31 T Teh 3TReh Aol TEIR Tl el &

e |n Punjab, where the SC quota has been subdivided since 1975, the data suggests that
this policy has led to better outcomes for more disadvantaged SC groups, such as the
Mazhabi Sikhs and Balmikis.

YSTe H, STE1 HeTEeIc SiTfct ol shier 1975 F fqenToret fomar aram €, 3tiehs adral & foh g@ =it =
worgd! @t 3 arfeatral s 3ifte oS seggida s @#g! & foav sgaw aRoms gred
fru gl

e These groups, once marginalized even within the SC category, have begun to catch up
to more advanced groups such as the Ad Dharmis and Ravidasis.

Y |, S UEe T Sty AN # 8 g1iRIe 0¥ &, 379 31me; et 3ik Tfarereh sy 3rfern
SeeTc] Hag! & aNTa 37Tt e & |

e On the other hand, Bihar’s experiment with subdividing the SC quota into a
“Mahadalit” category in 2007 is a cautionary tale.

oE 3R, faER F1 3reps7a, TSIeaT 2007 # 3Tgfd SATfct e i “Fegrafara Aoft 7 fasmioa
fehaT 31T T, T AATae &eF aTelt FETe ¢

e Initially designed to target the most marginalized SC groups, the policy eventually
faltered as political pressure led to the inclusion of all SC groups in the Mahadalit
category, effectively nullifying the purpose of the subdivision.

A& H FoH BIRIT O T 1Tl STicd HHgH I AT et o T 9118 18 3@ T H,
STl SaTd & HROT i AT STy Tofgh A1 AgTefard ol 7 iAo w2 e ar,
Toraa TAHTSTeT T 3662 FATCT 81 31|

e The broader takeaway from these findings is that while there is some heterogeneity
within the SC category, the disparities between SC groups and upper-caste groups
(general category) remain far more pronounced.
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g1 forsenst & caTaes foseny Ig € T 3regeiera Sty Aot o ik o fawaAan 8, afehe
ITERI ST gt 3R 3o SHTfe Fagh (WAt Arofh) & o<l AT g1 31fees Tae g

e In other words, the gap between SCs and the privileged castes is still much larger than the gap

between different SC subgroups.

e rea #, 3eTefare STt 3R faQTiRren R ureet STt & e & 3 37t ot fafdiesy
g R STl 3THHGT & e & 3R A FHg1 3w B

Are reservations accessible?
T JTTIETOT Yol o7 82

e \We need good jati-wise data on actual use of reserved category positions.
g3 IRTAT Aol & Uel & areafash 3YAET R ST SAfA-arR 31 6 3TaTHhAT ¢ |

e The closest we can get is based on a question from the India Human Development
Survey (IHDS) that asks potential beneficiaries if they have a caste certificate — a
prerequisite for accessing reserved positions in education and employment.

TeH [Feredd ST i3 egHeT 3qaydAT § (IHDS) & Tsh U3eT IX 3T §, St wemfaa
STATTIAT & qodT ¢ o & 3o1es 9 annfer wamoras § — it Rvet 3iv o o 3mRfara et
o g d o forT 3maRTeh &

e These numbers can be seen as a proxy for actual access in the absence of authoritative official
data.

ST TEAT3HT T ATATTOTEh HTTRIRTRER ST HT AU H ATEATeh Tg o T Teh Hebcldh HIeAT ST
eI

e In States like Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, less than 50% of SC households report having
these certificates, meaning that a large portion of SCs are excluded from the benefits
that are supposed to uplift them.

IR Faer 3R RER Sid T #, 50% A e TG ST & ek H I JAmors g, fSrgenr

AT & fob 31T STt &r Teh J3T fREAT 37 18l & e § St 376 I 300 o [T &

e Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh fare better, with over 60-70% of SC households
holding caste certificates, but these States are the exception rather than the rule.

affrereg 3R sy wder sgaw AT 7 8, 5781 60-70% & 3178 31T STy & e’y & Sirfey
JHTOTIT &, iferet I T fF9# & 993 319a1E §1
e This highlights a fundamental problem with the current system — access.

g ICTHATE JOTT B T TSI THET I SAIR AT § — TE |

e Without ensuring that all eligible SCs can actually benefit from reservations, subdividing the

guota becomes a secondary concern.
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Tl aT AT ST I TEAT H RETOT T 18T FATRA foht faT, shre o fasiretet v
aitor i 51 ST B |

e The focus should first be on improving access to reservations across the board, ensuring that
those who are entitled to these benefits can avail them.

T Tge HHI T A HRETOT cleh Igd 7 UR W 1A AR, Ik it 1T 37 ofredt o gehe}
&, 3 306 UTcT F TF |

Is quota-within-quota the solution?

FIT FICT-H-3SIT-PHIeT HHTHTT 872

e The idea of a ‘quota-within-quota’ is not without merit.
PIeT- 3 Iax-PHler 1 TaaR o ke & facdea 7t

e |n States like Punjab, where there is a clear disparity between SC subgroups,
subdividing the quota has helped bring more disadvantaged groups into the fold.

YSATE S Tl #, STeT THHY 3U-HHET o sTel TISC JHATAT g, hieT 1 fasirster 31fereh afara
THEH Y A FY 3 TErIF @R

e But this is not the case everywhere. In many States, like Andhra Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu, the data suggests that there is little need for further subdivision, as the benefits
of reservations are already being distributed fairly evenly across SC groups.

ifehet Ig TEATT X 1918 7181 § | g Tl H, SIY AT 92 3R affrerarng, s aara g &
SHTTETOT HT oIS Tg el A & THE WHgh # FATT T F AR 8 1 e, forady 3m Rystrsr Hr

AT HhAT HHA L

e Moreover, the political motivations behind quota subdivision, as seen in Bihar, can
often undermine the policy’s effectiveness.

S J7aTTaT, RER # ¢ 71T HIeT AT & IS & Toisiifad 368ed 37T 38 il &l

gATINTdT HF FHAAR HL Tha g |

e Decisions about who gets to be included in the most disadvantaged category are often
driven by political expediency rather than empirical evidence.

3rferenier AT &, fhd T afRra Soft 7 enfaer foar sire, swenr ATy gereifas glars
YR R EIdT &, o [ arEdfas YA & 3TUR |

e This dilutes the impact of affirmative action and risks turning the reservation system
into a political tool rather than a genuine instrument for social justice.

IE AHRICHS HRATE h THT ol hSIN Tl & 31X IETUT JUITT ol ATHATTSS #I19
AIETIR TTEA o Tl TUeh ATl i STHIUT H dcolel T M@ YT Har gl

e [Furthermore, the Supreme Court’s suggestion of introducing a “creamy layer”
exclusion for SCs — similar to what is in place for Other Backward Classes — needs

Website: patrioticias.in
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a stronger evidentiary basis.
S8 37cTTaT, FHH FIE 1 vad F v et dav” afgsaor 1 gema, S i 3w R
91t & ToTT oIT9] &, T ATl THTTOI 3T hl TR & |

e The affirmative action policy consists of quotas as well as monetary benefits
(scholarships or freeships, lower fees).

TFRIcHF FRATS Ay 7 et & ary-ary R amer (smEghh ar qod, w3 o) ot enfaa
gl

e Theincome criterion can be used to decide on eligibility for the monetary component
to keep the monetary benefits for those who genuinely need it.

T ATIES T 3917 AT A197 & TOT 9radr 3T et & foha1 57 Gehdn § aTfeh T8 3T 9 &
forT 3mRfera w® foieg areda & sHahy 3maeTshdr gl

e However, there is no evidence that for historically stigmatised groups, improvement
in class status necessarily reduces discrimination, whether it be in jobs or housing.

gTetifar, YT ¥ & Feifdhed Toig) & fow, 3o ey ¥ gur & sqema 7§ &l 3l g,
ST IS TATT I8 ¢, TTE I8 Al AT 3 T AT ITar 7|

e Despite untouchability being abolished, covert and overt instances of untouchability
persist.

IEGRIAAT GHTC Bl o STaole, IEYRICT & T[T iR Fer 3areor 313f ot Alope &1
e As elsewhere in the world, the stamp of a stigmatised social identity doesn’t disappear
easily with economic mobility.

el & 310 TUTA T TG, Felfhd WATIN gl 1 soar A arferefierar & sma=n &
=Tt e |

e Reservations have helped in creating a Dalit middle class, which over time can reduce
stigma and gradually set the stage for creamy layer exclusion in the future.

HETOT o Eford AET T3 & [AATOT & Ggradr 1 §, S GHT & ATY Feleh ! hH HT Thdl §
3R sifasa A e FIT FfiEsaor & fov Fg AR F Fwar |

e However, we are not there yet.

gTelifen, & 3r3fY gt ook 1t T €|

The importance of updated data
AT IHTFH3I HT Aged

e Finally, the urgent need for updated data cannot be overstated. India’s national
Census, delayed for years, is the only source that can provide comprehensive data on
caste-based disparities.
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37cT:, ETT HTHST T AHIeT ATTIHAT I IASHT AGT THAT ST TehdT| TN H i HRA
T TS SAIMOTAT SATTA-TATRA STHATAATIN IR ST 3T UEToT et I ThATT AT g |

Without this information, any attempt to reform the system will be based on
incomplete/outdated evidence.

S8 SRR o TS, JUTTel 21 fohdl 8fY FEm b1 e 3rqot/qRTet FHTOT o) e glam |

Conclusion

vy

Website: patrioticias.in
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India’s reservation system has undeniably helped lift millions out of poverty and into
the middle class, but it is far from perfect.

AT T IAETOT YUTTell oF [AETeg @Y A9t T e F J18 [Ahoian AL a7 H ol
TETIT &1 &, oifohet Ig ToTerr 3767 off qut 81 &1

As debates around ‘quota-within-quota’ policies continue, the focus should remain on
improving access to affirmative action for all SCs and addressing the larger disparities
between SCs and upper-caste groups.

‘FleT- 3 3igeFHler N W I6H SIRY T o ATY, €T T vqddl & forT AhRIcAS FRAS
oI I Pl S8 STl 3R vl 3R I Sy Fogl I 93 37 Y T el W gl
Uy

If carefully implemented, reservations can continue to be a powerful tool for social
justice — but only if the system is based on robust data and genuine need, rather
than political calculations.

3R AT A o9 [T ST, TiY HTETOT HIATISTS AT T Teh ATFIRATell 3UHIOT a1 16
HhdT §—olfehel T8l ST OISl HAsTee sl 3R areafaes smaegaar T 3menRa g, = f&
Tsteiifees IToTAT3it o |
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India, Algeria sign pact to
elevate defence cooperation,
enhance strategic interests

GS Paper ll:

1india-Africa

NEW DELHI

India and Algeria conclud-
ed a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) on bi-
lateral defence
cooperation. This was
signed by the Chief of De-
fence Staff (CDS) General
Anil Chauhan and his
counterpart, Chief of Staff
of Algerian People’s Na-
tional Army Said
Chanegriha.

General Chauhan was
on an official visit to the
North African nation from
October 31 to November 3.
“The MoU elevates the de-
fence partnership between
both nations, fostering mu-
tual understanding and en-
hancing strategic inter-
ests,” the Integrated
Defence Staff said on X.
This MoU represents not
only a step forward in bilat-
eral military cooperation
but also lays down the
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Gen. Chauhan’s visit coincided
with events which marked the
70th Anniversary of Algeria’s
revolution on November 1.

foundation for long-term
collaboration across a va-
riety of sectors, the De-
fence Ministry said in a
statement.

General Chauhan’s visit
coincided with the the mil-
itary parade and commem-
orative events of Novem-
ber 01, marking the 70th
Anniversary of Algeria’s re-
volution, a pivotal moment
in the country’s history.

He interacted with the
Director of the Higher War
College and addressed se-
nior officers of the of the
People’s National Army.

“India has reestablished
its defence wing in Algeria
and welcomes the reopen-
ing of defence wing of Alge-
ria in India,” General Chau-
han said.

“In today’s complex ge-
opolitical construct, India
understands her responsi-
bilities and desires to en-
gage as a Vishwa Bandhu —
a reliable partner for the
world,” he said.

He noted that the Indian
forces are undergoing
transformation and said
they were ready to share
their experiences with the
People’s National Army of
Algeria and emphasised
upon India’s increasing de-
fence production capabili-
ty under the ‘Make in In-
dia’ and ‘Make for the
World’ programmes.
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India, Algeria sign pact to elevate defence cooperation,
enhance strategic interests

R, oo AT oF T&TT FANIT 1 9T Hla, WIefdh el
ol & forT FASa W gEa1ar fhw

e India and Algeria concluded a memorandum of understanding (MoU) on bilateral
defence cooperation.

AR 3R 3eslRET F gfaqafiar Tatr Teaer o) Teh HeA T AT (MoU) Hoe=T feha|

e This was signed by the Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) General Anil Chauhan and his
counterpart, Chief of Staff of Algerian People’s National Army Said Chanegriha.

3T W gEAIeR A 31w Bha Terd (Wew) sava afae gierer 31k 3793 g,
Heo AT Fraew AereTer 3T F DNF 3HTF TP TS Tafdera Fu|

e General Chauhan was on an official visit to the North African nation from October 31
to November 3.

STeTCeT TgTeT 31 HFaT W 3 AAG cToh JeIY IThYhY 2T T HTFAFTRS AT o/ |

e “The MoU elevates the defence partnership between both nations, fostering mutual
understanding and enhancing strategic interests,” the Integrated Defence Staff said
on X.

"IE GHSNAT AT St G2t o drer T8I WISy 1 qgraT &, 3Taw §Her I gorar &g 3%

ToTsifore TRt shT HTelcT h¥alT §," Tehlehe T&TT FTH o X TR &gl |

e This MoU represents not only a step forward in bilateral military cooperation but also
lays down the foundation for long-term collaboration across a variety of sectors, the
Defence Ministry said in a statement.

T&TT HATST o Toh AT H gl o Ig GASI AT o ol gfaqais =7 GgANT H T A 3T
eI &, STedh fafdtee aYat & Ereihrford Wgaer iy sl o T@ar &

e General Chauhan’s visit coincided with the military parade and commemorative
events of November 1, marking the 70th Anniversary of Algeria’s revolution, a
pivotal moment in the country’s history.

STertel TeTeT Y T 1 TR & Hod I3 3N TS FEHAT & T §S, S Iesiiar Hr
Fifer FY 70t a¥eTS 1 Ueltah §, ST 32 & STAETH 1 Teh HgeaquT &10T 5 |

e He interacted with the Director of the Higher War College and addressed senior
officers of the People’s National Army.

3ogio AT aR Fidol & ¢S T ITadid &1 31K Naed e 3mHT & aiss sy i
I T
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e “India has reestablished its defence wing in Algeria and welcomes the reopening of
the defence wing of Algeria in India,” General Chauhan said.
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e “Intoday’s complex geopolitical construct, India understands her responsibilities and
desires to engage as a Vishwa Bandhu — a reliable partner for the world,” he said.
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e He noted that the Indian forces are undergoing transformation and said they were
ready to share their experiences with the People’s National Army of Algeria and
emphasized upon India’s increasing defence production capability under the ‘Make
in India’ and ‘Make for the World’ programmes.
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behaving in a confused and strange way, and unable to remember things because of old age
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